
Bennett-Hemenway PTO 
Grant Application 

 

All grant applications must be submitted by November 1, 2013. The PTO Board will only review 
complete applications. Applications may be returned with requests for improvements and/or 
clarifications. Applicants will have one week to address such concerns in order to remain in the current 
year’s grant cycle. 
 

Proposal Title: Financial Literacy Education for Ben-Hem Students 
 
Applicant Name(s):  Emily Neill  
 
Phone Number: 781-373-1167      Email: eneill@janewengland.org 
 
Title (i.e. teacher, specialist, parent, etc.): Parent of 2 Ben-Hem Students (Kindergarten and 2nd grade) 

and President of Junior Achievement of Northern New England 

 

Grant Amount Requesting:   $525   Consider For Partial Funding:  YES  

 

Summary of Proposal 
Provide an overview of the proposal. Describe the goals of the project and what activities would occur 
to achieve the goals. Describe what problems will be addressed, what skills will be improved or any 
other factors that will be affected.  
 
Junior Achievement (JA) of Northern New England respectfully requests $525 from the Bennett-
Hemenway PTO to support JA programs in 5 elementary school classrooms, 1 in each grade, as a pilot 
for future growth of this new learning opportunity for our children.   
 
We all face a challenge in our Commonwealth with regard to our students’ lack of financial literacy.  This 
important subject matter is not mandated in Massachusetts schools.  Junior Achievement (JA) works in 
all levels of schooling to help to bridge this critical gap – and it must start at an early age for our youth to 
develop a sound understanding of the principles of personal finance.  
 
Junior Achievement programs, 22 in all, teach important financial literacy lessons to K-12 students and 
address financial literacy for life: earning, budgeting, saving, credit, investing, and entrepreneurship.  
JA’s age-appropriate, theme-based programs are aligned to the Massachusetts math, English 
and/or social studies Common Core Standards, and support concepts required for success on 
standardized testing.  Community volunteers – typically parents or other family members –are trained 
by the JA staff on how to deliver the JA lessons, and do so once per week for approximately one hour, 
over a five-week period.  
 
All JA programs are delivered at no cost to the schools or the youth we serve. 

Founded nationally in 1919, the local JA operation, Junior Achievement of Northern New England 
(JANNE) began in 1945 and focuses on serving K-12 students in Barnstable, Dukes, Essex, Middlesex, 
Plymouth, Norfolk, Nantucket, Suffolk and Worcester counties of Massachusetts, as well as the entire 
state of New Hampshire. 



During the 2012-2013 school year, JANNE delivered 1,641 programs in 331 schools and after-school 
sites, reaching over 38,000 youth through the efforts of over 1,700 trained volunteers.  
 

Objective(s) of Proposal 
Describe the goal(s) of the proposal and how such goal(s) will be achieved.  
 
Simply put, too many students do not understand how money is banked or budgeted, or how to manage 
credit; they lack the tools that will help them to eventually become responsible, successful adults.  Even 
basic money management and career readiness skills—like balancing a checkbook, wise use of credit 
cards, resume-writing, and interviewing techniques—are not taught in many schools, leaving many 
youth ill-equipped to begin a self-sufficient life.   
 
Studies have shown that financial literacy learning needs to start at a very young age.  By providing the 
building blocks for this type of education as early as kindergarten, our youngest citizens start to gain an 
understanding for how money works, how their role in society contributes to the overall economy, and 
why it is important to stay in school, and to focus on learning. 
 
Kindergarten – JA Ourselves® teaches personal economic concepts through storybook characters 
presented by the volunteer in read-aloud and hands-on activities. 
Grade 1 – JA Our Families® introduces students to the intersection of entrepreneurship and first-grade 
social studies learning objectives, including how family members’ jobs and businesses contribute to the 
well-being of the family. 
Grade 2 – JA Our Community® provides practical information about businesses, various occupations, 
the interdependent roles of workers in a community, and how communities work.  
Grade 3 – JA Our City® demonstrates the intersection of financial literacy and third-grade social studies 
learning objectives, including the characteristics of cities and how people and businesses in cities 
manage their money. 
Grade 4 – JA Our Region® instills a sense of entrepreneurship and shows students how entrepreneurs 
use resources to produce goods and services in a community. 
 

Compatibility with PTO Mission  
Explain how the proposal furthers the mission of the PTO which is to promote the welfare of our 
students by offering programs, activities and resources that improve their academic success, create a 
positive learning environment and foster relationships between parents, teachers and the community.  
 
Junior Achievement programs are like no others currently offered in Natick Public Schools, or 
throughout the Commonwealth.  Program materials are current, age-appropriate, engaging, and proven 
to be useful in teaching students about financial literacy.  For each five-week session, one parent or 
community volunteer might deliver all of the lessons (once per week for the five weeks), or five different 
parents might get involved, with one teaching each of the five lessons.  The decision is left up to the 
teachers.   
 
Throughout the sessions, the teacher never leaves the room.  This model exists not only to show 
support of the volunteer and to insure the volunteer is never left alone with the students, but so the 
teacher may also become familiar with the materials, and may choose to capitalize on the learnings with 
follow-up lessons provided by Junior Achievement.   
 
 



Here are two testimonials from parents who taught a JA course during the last school year: 
 
“I volunteered for Junior Achievement last spring for a first grade class at Ben-Hem.  I enjoyed my time 
so much so I am volunteering again this school year for another 5 weeks.  The reasons why I enjoyed it 
so much was the enthusiasm the children had each week I arrived.  Looking to see what I was going to 
pull out of my JA briefcase, what lesson that I would be teaching them that week, what fun activities I 
had planned.  From what I learned from this teacher, this class was not an easy class to hold and keep 
their attention at times, however, I had no problem at all for the hour I was there. They listened closely 
to me, participated in group discussions and had fun with each activity.  I really feel they understood and 
got the concept of what I was teaching them and it was so easy to do with the useful tools I was given by 
JA.  Posters, picture cards, and handouts. They were all so proud of their final work and loved sharing it 
with the entire class when they were finished. Having my own daughter in this class, I for one am happy 
she has the opportunity to learn these lessons given by JA  that will teach her and the rest of the 
students values that will help them though-out their lives.” - Lisa Venditti 
 
“Last year, I was one of three parents that came in to present the Junior Achievement program to my 
son's first grade class. The kids had a great time, as did the other parents and myself. We needed three 
different parents because we all had tight schedules, but the JA books and supplies made it easy for us 
to "tag-team" throughout the five weeks of presenting. Also, the consistency of the JA materials made 
our combined efforts appear seamless (and non-distracting) to the kids. They were able to focus 
on JA's valuable lessons about contributing to their families and communities while the three of us could 
volunteer as a unit and demonstrate those lessons in-person. All around, JA's program is well-
organized for the presenters while delivering the right amount of fun for the kids. Thanks JA!” –  
Julie Balderson  

 

The local business community also has the opportunity to show their support of JA programs through 
grants, which help to fund these much-needed programs.  MutualOne Bank recently provided a grant of 
$2,500 to Junior Achievement so that the costs to deliver programs in three 2nd grade classrooms would 
be fully covered.  Below is a photo of Mark Haranas, President & CEO and Rachel Stewart, Assistant Vice 
President from MutualOne Bank, Principal Ian Kelly, Emily Neill and her daughter, Addison, who is in Ms. 
Letovsky’s 2nd grade class.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  



Compatibility with School Initiatives  
Explain how the proposal corresponds with current school initiatives, such as the Common Core 
curriculum, the Technology Plan and C.A.R.E.  
 
JA’s theme-based programs are aligned to the math, English and/or social studies Common Core 
Standards and support concepts required for success on standardized testing. 
 

Teamwork, Parent Involvement and Partnerships  
Describe how the proposal fosters staff teamwork, parent involvement and/or partnerships between 
parents and educators.  
  
As mentioned in the “Compatibility” section, JA programming helps to foster relationships between 
parents (who serve as mentors) and teachers.  What’s more, when students arrive at home with a travel 
folder full of fun, engaging JA materials, it fosters discussions between students and their parents or 
guardians.  
 

Innovation  
Describe how the proposal differs from current programs, activities and/or resources available to 
students and educators.  
 
One of the factors that really distinguish JA programs from any others that may currently exist is the 
volunteer-mentor role that parents and community partners play when delivering program materials.  
For a series of at least five weeks, students are exposed to a new teacher (in their eyes anyway) who 
arrives with a “kit” full of fun and engaging materials.  Since the materials are age-appropriate, concepts 
of money, communities and the economy are taught – yet students don’t even realize it, because they 
are having so much fun! 
 
  

Number of Students Impacted  
Explain how many students will be impacted by the proposal.  
 
MutualOne Bank has generously donated funds to support 3, 2nd grade classrooms this school year, and 
the entire 2nd grade has signed up for a Junior Achievement class, as has a kindergarten class.   
 
The number of additional students impacted will depend on the amount of funding that is granted.  Each 
Junior Achievement “kit” provides enough materials for an entire class, for which we consider an 
average number of students to be 23.  Our request is for financial support of 5 kits, which equates to 
115 students.   
 

Depth of Impact  
Describe how often students will be exposed to the proposed program, activity and or resource.  
 
The elementary school programs include 5 sequential, themed lessons for each grade, which are 
delivered once per week for 5 weeks.  A lesson lasts approximately 45 minutes to an hour.   
 

  



Longevity  
Describe how long the proposed program, activity or resource will be effective and/or useful. Also, 
specify the timeframe for the proposal. For example, does the proposal involve an after-school program 
that will run for several weeks, or does the proposal seek funding for resources that will be used 
throughout the year?  
 
As mentioned in the “Depth of Impact” section, each program lasts for 5 weeks, with students receiving 
up to an hour of instruction per week.  The sequential activities build on studies from each preceding 
grade, and prepare students for secondary school and lifelong learning.  The ultimate goal would be for 
all students at Ben-Hem to receive a JA program throughout all years of their schooling.  
  

Evaluation  
Explain how the proposed program, activity or resource will be evaluated for effectiveness by using 
measurable methods.  
  
Junior Achievement is one of few nonprofits that use independent, third party evaluators to gauge the 
impact of its programs.  Since 1993, independent evaluators have conducted studies on the 
effectiveness of Junior Achievement's programs.  Findings show that Junior Achievement has a positive 
impact in a number of critical areas for students: Elementary and middle school students who 
participate in JA demonstrate significantly higher critical thinking and problem-solving skills than their 
counterparts.  
 
Pre- and post-test evaluations begin at the 3rd grade level.  Local and national evaluations from 
classroom teachers and volunteers consistently place a high value on JA programs. Teachers (95%) and 
volunteers (92%) report that students who participate in JA have a better understanding of how the real 
world operates.  Both teachers and volunteers agree that JA students work together better as a team 
and are more capable of making group decisions.  
 
 

Budget  
Please attach a line-item budget. Line items should include, among other things, speaker fees, workshop 
fees, hardware, equipment and shipping costs. Note that all hardware, equipment and tangible 
resources purchased through the grant process will become the property of the Bennett-Hemenway 
PTO and materials normally purchased by the school cannot be included in the grant application. The 
grant committee reserves the right to evaluate the terms of the application in the application in the 
event of staff reassignment or other situations affecting applicants.  
 
A budget is attached for your review.  It is important to note that the cost to Junior Achievement to 
provide a program to an entire class is $33 per student, or $759 per classroom, when assuming an 
average of 23 students per class.  In this case, the funding we are seeking is simply to cover the cost of 
the program materials.  Junior Achievement will secure the remainder of the funding through grants, 
corporate and individual gifts, and special events. 
 
 

Principal Approval and Comment  
 
Signature: Emily A. Neill (Submitted via email)     Date:   October 30, 2013 



 


