
 

Ben-Hem Happenings 
The Bennett-Hemenway PTO February 2014 Newsletter 

 

Drop Off & Pick Up Revisited 
Written by Tracey Gondelman, PTO Co-President 

Living in New England, we are used to the inconveniences 
that the winter months impose upon us: waking up early to 
clear the snow, freezing temperatures keeping us inside, and of 
course snow days.  Another unfortunate side-effect is the 
reduced visibility and shrinking number of parking spaces at 
the school due to the accumulating snow.  To ensure 
everyone’s safety during these frozen months, we have been 
asked to remind everyone of Ben-Hem’s Drop Off and Pick 
Up procedures. 
 
Morning Drop Off: 

 
The morning drop off is a busy time in the parking lot. Ben-
Hem runs a “live drop off”. Parents drive into the drop off 
loop and students exit the vehicles onto the sidewalk. 
Maintaining the safety and efficiency of the live process 
requires a collaborative effort between staff, volunteers and 
families. To help maintain the safety and efficiency during the 
morning arrival here are some reminders: 
 

• Be sure your children are prepared prior to entering the 
drop off circle. 
 

• Remain in the designated drop off lane. (Stay in the Drop 
Off Circle until the traffic moves to the exit) 
 

• Remain in your spot until the line pulls forward. (Do not 
pull out until the line of cars ahead of you leaves) 
 

• Remain in your car while in the drop off circle (staff and 
parent volunteers will assist the children, if you need 
more time, parking is available in the lot) 
 

• Pull forward as far forward until the end of the sidewalk. 
 

• Make sure children exit the vehicle on the passenger side. 
(To help with this if you have more than one child, please 
rearrange your seats to accommodate the child exiting the 
car.) 
 

• Please slow down when entering and exiting the lot 
 
Dismissal Pick Up: 
 
As we are challenged with the amount of snow this winter, we 
lose many parking spaces both in the lot and on the streets. 
However, in order to maintain the safe and efficient dismissal 
please help to adhere to these guidelines: 
 

• Park ONLY in the designated spaces in the lot. 

 
 

 
 

• Do not park alongside the fire lane. (In the event of an 
emergency this area needs to be cleared). Parking in the 
fire lane makes it extremely difficult for the safety of the 
children exiting to their cars. 
 

• Do not park in the designated handicap spaces unless you 
have a handicapped parking permit. 
 

• Additional parking can be found on East Evergreen and 
surrounding streets. 
 

• If you are unable to find a place to park prior to dismissal, 
please circle around the neighborhood and take a spot as 
cars begin to leave.  Teachers will wait outside for several 
minutes after dismissal.  In the winter months, they may 
go back into the school more quickly, but will wait in the 
front office until you arrive. 
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Bubbles, Bubbles Everywhere! 
On Monday, February 10, students gathered together to watch 
yet another great Cultural Arts event.  This time they were 
entertained by Bubble Mania’s educational performance on 
the science behind bubbles.  Who knew that there were so 
many exciting things to learn about bubbles?  Students 
enjoyed see the “bubbleologist”, Casey Carle, make round 
bubbles, square bubbles, colored bubbles, and even bubbles as 
big as one of our little Bobcats!  Students loved the 
performance so much, that Mr. Carle even left behind his 
super, secret Bubble Formula for them to try at home. 
 
Bubblemania’s “Secret” Bubble Formula! (Shhhhhh) 

1 gallon Distilled water 
2 Tablespoons Glycerin 
12 ounces “Non-Ultra” Dawn/Joy OR 16-20 ounces “Ultra” 
Dawn/Joy Products 
 
More bubbling tips can be found on BubbleMania’s website 
at: www.bubblemania.com 

 

Mr. Kelly Wins Supermarket Sweep 
On Wednesday, February 26, Mr. Gatto and Mr. Kelly faced 
off against each other in a Supermarket Sweep.  This event 
was part of a promotional contest that we won with Stop & 
Shop’s A+ Rewards program.  We already make about $3,000 
per year in rewards from this program, but winning the contest 
earned us another $1,000 on top of that. 
 
The Supermarket Sweep was a lot of fun to watch with TEAM 
KELLY (Mr. Kelly and Mrs. Wraight) competing against 
TEAM GATTO (Mr. Gatto and Ms. Craig).  In the end, it was 
TEAM KELLY that crossed the finish line first and ultimately 

won!  One of the key deciding factors was that while TEAM 
GATTO was able to purchase the most items with their gift 
card, they lost 40 points for exceeding the allocated amount by 
$0.36.   
 
Due to the outcome, Mr. Gatto had to perform an act at the 
Ben-Hem's Got Talent Show on Friday, February 28.  
Families were not disappointed.  In a show of true 
sportsmanship, both Mr. Gatto AND Mr. Kelly got up at the 
end of the show and performed a skit on what it would be like 
to have an extra pair of hands.  The skit was very funny and 
was the perfect ending to a great night.  
 
Thank you to all the students and families who were able to 
come to cheer on TEAM GATTO and TEAM KELLY at the 
Supermarket Sweep!  It was a great community building event 
and we hope to do more events like this in the future.  Pictures 
have been posted on our Facebook page and we will add more 
as they come in. https://www.facebook.com/BenHemPTO 
 

Ben-Hem’s Got Talent 
Friday, February 28 was the first annual Ben-Hem’s Got 
Talent show, and what a night it was!  Over 30 acts were 
performed by over 50 Ben-Hem students.  Acts included 
singing, dancing, hula-hooping, magic, gymnastics, karate, 
and musical performances on the piano and guitar.  There was 
something for everyone which is probably why so many 
families came out to watch.  The Ben-Hem cafetorium was 
packed with members of our community there to support our 
talented young students. 
 
The Ben-Hem’s 
Got Talent show 
was made possible 
by two of our 
students, Olivia 
Dalicandro and 
Katrina Barnes.  
They proposed the 
idea back in the fall and signed up to organize and MC the 
event.  They did a fantastic job and the event ran more 
smoothly than some of the parent run events in the past ☺   In 
the end, it was clear that Ben-Hem really does “Got Talent!” 
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Meet Kathy Schnair!  She is a mother of three and the 
chairperson for our annual Biography Night. 
 

 
 

Kathy’s children (from left to right) Hanna, Ryan, and James 

 

How many students do you have at Ben-Hem this year?  

What grades are they in? 

James is in 2nd grade with Mrs. Goldwait.  Hannah is in 
Kindergarten with Ms. Killorin 
 
How long have you lived in Natick?  

14 years 
 
When did you first volunteer with the Ben-Hem PTO? 

Last year I ran Biography Night.  It was my first experience 
with Biography night so I was a bit nervous tackling it but I 
really enjoyed it.  The students did such a fantastic job and I’m 
looking forward to it again this year! 
 
What prompted you to get involved? 

I wanted to learn about and be more a part of things that were 
going on in the Ben hem community.  I wanted the 
opportunity to meet other staff members, parents and students.   
 
What was your most recent volunteer experience?  What 

did you like best about it? 

I was able to come into my son James’ 2nd grade class to 
teach the Junior Achievement activities.   I loved it!  Mrs. 
Goldwait and her students welcomed me into their class and I 
had a lot of fun with them.   
 
What do you do when you aren't volunteering? 

My 2 year old son, Ryan, keeps me very busy!  I work part 
time as a tutor and I work at Kohl’s (yes, I get a discount!!).  I 
love spending time with my family and friends and I also love 
a little quiet time too so I can read a good book.   
 
What volunteer opportunities interest you the most? 

I would like to help out with the garden and I think that might 
be something I can do when Ryan gets a little older.   
 

What do your kids think about your volunteering at their 

school? 

They like it! 
 
Anything else you want to share? 

One of my favorite places to go is the Broadmoor Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Natick.  I love to explore the trails and wildlife 
there with my family.  It’s something that we all can do 
together and we see different things every time.  This season I 
discovered that I really enjoy Broadmoor in the winter! 
 

 

March 4: PTO Meeting (Starting at 7:00p) 
Join us in the Ben-Hem Library as we plan the activities and 
programs for the rest of the school year.  Free babysitting will 
be provided in the Cafetorium. 
 
March 6: Cultural Arts – Prismatic Magic (All School) 

A fun and educational look at the science behind lasers. 
  
March 28: Biography Night 
To participate, fill out a form and return it to the PTO by 
March 21.  
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Where Teachers Answer to the STUDENTS! 

Each month, several student volunteers will interview teachers 
at Ben-Hem with questions of their choice.  A subset of the 
questions will be published in this newsletter.  You can view 
the full interviews and pictures online at: 
www.benhempto.org/happenings. If you are interested in 
interviewing a teacher, have your parent email us at 
happenings@benhempto.org. 
 

Ms. Gavin (Teacher, Student Services) 
Interviewed by Shawn Tardif (4th Grade) 

 
Shawn Tardif is a fourth grader, here 
at Ben Hem, in Ms. Gavin's 
classroom.  Shawn has Down 
Syndrome and is non-verbal.  He 
interviewed Ms. Gavin on his iPad 
which he uses along with sign 
language to communicate.  Ms. 
Gavin told Shawn her answers to his 
questions and helped record them on 
Shawn's iPad. 
 

Q: What do you do on snow days? 
A: I shovel snow. 
 
Q: What is your favorite winter sport? 

A: Downhill skiing is my favorite. 
 

Q: Where did you grow up? 

A: In Norwood, MA. 
 
Q: Where did you go to college? 

A: I went to Holy Cross. 
 

Q: What would be your job if you weren't a teacher? 

A: Doctor.  I first went to school for pre-med. 
 
Q: How long have you been a teacher? 

A: I have been a teacher for nine Years. 
 

Q: What is your favorite thing about teaching? 

A: Definitely the students! 
 
Q: When did you learn sign language? 
A: I learned a little when I was younger, but mostly I learned 
after college. 
 

Q: You got married after Christmas.  What is your new last 
name? 

A: My new last name is Bruhl. 

 

 
DOTS WITH FRIENDS: Grab a friend and take turns adding a single horizontal or vertical line between two dots.  You 

earn 1 point and another turn when you complete the fourth side of a 1 x 1 box. Get a 1 point bonus for completing a box 

with Benny inside.  Remember to mark your box with your initials!  The game ends when you can’t draw any more lines. 

 TEACHER SPOTLIGHT 

 KID’S CORNER 

 

WINNER: 

________________ 

 

WINNER: 

________________ 

 

WINNER: 

________________ 

 

WINNER: 

________________ 
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